Staging classification of lung cancer. A critical evaluation.
The International System for Staging Lung Cancer has been validated as a prognostic index and questioned regarding the implications of factors that require further study. As technology for evaluating the anatomic extent of disease is increasingly refined, the accuracy of clinical staging is greatly improved and provides a major benefit for individualized treatment selection. Advancing knowledge of the origin and development of lung tumors presents the challenge of appropriate integration of this body of science into clinical practice.